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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Applicant is urged to submit co-pending application 10/621,889. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 6-7, 12-13 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Jones (US 4,664,958). 

With respect to claims 1 and 12, Jones discloses a method of manufacturing a 
flow connector, comprising: providing at least one insert (15) of a composition 
comprising at least one polymer, the insert having a threaded bore (19) for attachment 
to a threaded flow conduit, and molding onto the at least one insert a composition 
comprising at least one polymer (drum is thermoplastic) to form a flow connector having 
a wall thickness defining an internal cavity (inside of the drum) and comprising at least 
one aperture (bunghole) defined by the at least one insert through the wall thickness. 

Note that Jones' device has been interpreted in the broadest reasonable sense 
as a flow connector. Fluid is to flow from the drum out through the bunghole. 
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With respect to claim 2, wherein the at least one polymer of the at least one 
insert is the same as the at least one polymer of the flow connector. Refer to col. 2 
lines 7-20. 

With respect to claim 3, wherein the at least one polymer of the at least one 
insert and the at least one polymer of the flow connector are similar polymers that 
permit remelting and subsequent bonding at the interface between the at least one 
insert and the flow connector. Refer to col. 2 lines 7-20. 

With respect to claims 6 and 13, Jones' device has been interpreted in the 
broadest reasonable sense as a manifold body for fluid handling. 

With respect to claim 7, wherein the at least one aperture is a flow opening 
located in the manifold body. 

With respect to claim 16, Jones discloses an insert (15) for manufacturing a flow 
connector, comprising: a threaded bore (1 9) for attachment to a threaded flow conduit, 
the insert being of a composition comprising at least one polymer (see col. 2 lines 7-9). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-5, 8-9 and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 



unpatentable over Jones (US 4,664,958). 



Application/Control Number: 10/622,159 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3679 

With respect to claims 4-5 and 19-20, the Examiner takes official notice of the 
use of a fiberglass, an inert material or a combination thereof oriented circumferentially 
about a pipe or other tubular member to impart strength to and reinforce the member. 

With respect to claim 8, Jones employs blow-molding to form his device. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to instead form the device by injection-molding since injection-molding is 
commonly known and practiced. 

With respect to claim 9, Jones employs core pin (32) inside the mold. This is 
also a common practice. 

Claims 10-11, 14-15 and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Jones (US 4,664,958) in view of Yoshida et al (US 6,517,761). 

With respect to claims 10-11, 14-15 and 17-18, Jones fails to teach that his insert 
includes circumferential grooves or spurs located on an exterior surface of the insert. 
Jones however does teach forming an annular groove (20) and an outwardly extending 
flange (21) that has circumferentially spaced, radially extending locking ribs (22) on the 
exterior surface of the insert to assist in securing the insert. Yoshida teaches an insert 
for embedding in a base made of thermoplastic resin. The insert includes 
circumferential grooves and/or spurs on the exterior surface thereof for securing the 
insert in the base. In view of Yoshida's teaching, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Jones with 
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circumferential grooves or spurs on the outer surface of his insert in order to better 
retain and secure the insert within the wall of the drum. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M Hewitt whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0552. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 930am-600pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne Browne can be reached on 703-308-11 59. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 




James M. Hewitt 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 3600 



